Have a Story to Tell!
Brian and Marilyn Carron’s 2002 and 1956 Thunderbirds

Background: I have been a Thunderbird fanatic since the early 60's when a friend of my
sister drove her home in a black ‘57 with a porthole top. The interest grew as I began
building and painting plastic model cars (emphasis) on ‘57 Thunderbird and later as the
family acquired a new ‘64 light blue hardtop. My folks frequently discussed purchasing a
4-door Thunderbird in the late 60’s but postponed and later acquired a ‘74.
Their 2002 Thunderbird

In 2002 while living in Colorado Springs, CO, I “ventured” into the Ford Dealership close
to our house and discovered that they had a red 2002 “retro” Thunderbird on the
showroom floor. I immediately rushed home and reported my “find” to Marilyn. After
some spirited discussion, we hurried back to the dealership and sought out our favorite
Ford salesperson and discussed the red ’02 and the investment potential of the new
model. The dealership had a turquoise demo parked outside and so we took a spin
down the road and Marilyn and I fell in love with the very comfortable and smooth ride.
Upon returning to the dealership, we struck a deal for the red ’02 and brought it home
where upon we immediately took off the hardtop, put it on the carrier and covered it up.
We have not had the hardtop back on the car since that day. One of the “perks”
associated with purchasing the ’02 at that time was that Ford sent us two lightweight
Black Jackets with “Thunderbird” embroidered on the pockets. The ’02 is still a lot of
fun and we have truly babied it over the past 12 years. We made it a habit to only drive
the car in spectacularly good weather refusing to drive it in the rain or snow. A majority

of time we left the car covered in the garage as noted by the just 14,000 miles on the
odometer. We have taken it to several car shows and won several awards. While I
mentioned that we only drove the car in good weather, we recently drove it to New
Orleans for the VTCI International Convention and on the way got the car baptized in a
horrible set of rainstorms between San Antonio and New Orleans. Arriving at the
convention, we were able to scrub the car clean and make it presentable for judging
where it earned 100 points out of 100 possible points.

Their 1956 Thunderbird

So, one of my dream cars has always been a colonial white ‘56 with red and white
interior. Ever since acquiring our 2002 thunderbird, I have been talking about what fun it
would be to have a Classic Thunderbird to complement our ’02. In our research phase,
and prior to acquiring our ‘56, we had many discussions with Thunderbird experts like
Amos Minter in Dallas, TX, where we received a personal tour of all of his facilities and
cars in various states of restoration; and with another renown restorer Bob Pittman from
Nashville, Tn. whom we built a relationship with at the Barrett-Jackson Auction - Las
Vegas in 2008. In fact, Bob and I were photographed together on the stage at the
auction admiring his car as the bidding commenced. The photograph later appeared in
Barrett-Jackson literature advertising their next auction event in Scottsdale, AZ.
Marilyn and I debated at length having Minter or Pittman build our car. But, while
attending the 2010 Good Guys Rod and Custom Car Show in Des Moines Iowa we
found a ’56 in reasonable condition and the some original documentation. It was not
exactly my dream car but it was close. It was bright white with black and white
interior. It appeared to be a solid car and ran well. We purchased the car and had it
shipped to San Antonio. After "playing" around with the car we decided to get serious
and we began a lengthy body-on-frame restoration where we had the car completely
stripped down to the bare metal, repaired minor rust spots, had the engine pulled and
flushed out, painted the car colonial white and retained the black and white
interior. The restoration is near complete and we have learned a lot and continue to
debate the “wisdom” of restoring or buying one that has already been fully restored. But
with several minor items left to complete we are excitedly preparing for the upcoming
VTCI regional and International conventions.
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